
Remembering Tagore
Singing, dancing and poetry recitals will mark the 150th birthday anniversary
celebration of poet Rabindranath Tagore, writes SUBHADRA DEVAN

THE
150th birthday

anniversary
celebration of
poet Rabindranath
Tagore, Nobel

laureate and one of India's
best-known bards, will be
marked in Kuala Lumpur
with small soirees.

Born May 7, 1861, Tagore
was the first non-European
to be awarded the Nobel
Prize for Literature in
1913, for Gitanjali (Song
Offerings).

This year is also the
Unesco-designated year of
the Bengali educationalist,
reformist, painter and
philosopher who wrote the
anthems of two countries

Jana Gana Mana. the
Indian national anthem
and Amar Shonar Ban gla,
the Bangladeshi national
anthem.

In India, the main

anniversary function starts
today while in Bangladesh,
it will begin tomorrow.

Aspects of the celebration
includes contemporary
relevance of Tagore, his
lasting contribution to
gender issues, education,
rural construction,
environment and forest and
communal peace.

Next week in Kuala
Lumpur, the Indian Cultural
Centre (ICC) is offering
an Evening Of Rabindra
Sangeet by Pramita Mallick
and her group from India.

Pramita took part in the
first recording of Tagore's
musical Kaal Mrigaya when
she was 9. She began giving
public recitals in 1974-75
and cut her first CD in 1986

One of the front-
ranking Rabindra Sangeet
(Tagore songs in English)
singers and teachers of

Kolkata, Pramita runs
her own musical institute,
Bhowanipur Baikali
Association, training more
than 200 students and
artistes in the Santiniketan
Gharana or school of
Rabindra Sangeet, plays and
dance dramas.

Tagore had written 2,230
songs and Rabindra Sangeet
uses Indian classical music
and traditional folk music as
sources.

Pramita will be joined by
specialist Rabindra Sangeet
accompanists Subrata
Mukherjeen (keyboardist),
Siddharth Bhattacharjee
(percussionist) and Surajit
Roy (on the esraj). The
latter is a string instrument,
and the accompanying
instrument of choice for
Rabindra Sangeet.

The Malaysian Bengali
Association PJ Centre is also

holding its celebration today
and tomorrow. According
to association secretary
Nimita Choudhury, there
will be singing, poetry
recitals and a dance drama
by the Singapore Bengali
Association as well as
dances by the Temple of
Fine Arts.

The event will be held
at Auditorium Lim Bee
Komplex Tan Sri Jeffrey
Cheah SJKC Chee Wen, USJ1
Persiaran Subang Mewah.
Call 012-3220 740 for
invites and details.
The ICC Pramita Mallick
show is on May 14 at
7.30pm. Venue: Indian
Cultural Centre, Cap
Square Signature Office
B (Level 1), Jalan Munshi
Abdullah, KL. Free
admission.

sdevan@nst.com.my

Tagore was the first non-European to be awarded the Nobel Prize
for Literature in 1913

Provided for client's internal research purposes only. May not be further copied, distributed, sold or published in any form without the prior
consent of the copyright owner.

The New Straits Times
07-May-2011
Page: 17
Life & Times


